Short stays in hospice. A review & update.
Despite the proven benefits and popularity of hospice, the average hospice patient receives only one month of services before death. Advanced progression of a patient's disease at admission contributes to short lengths of stay, and precludes patients from receiving the full benefit of hospice services. This article uses the results of the literature review to articulate reasons for delayed enrollment and to advance suggestions for ameliorating the problem of short stay in hospice.